
 

7 months 
to go? 

 



CONTENTS 

 
OVERHEA(r)D          3 
 
MEMORIES OF ROUTE 14/15 ς PHOTO FEATURE       4 
 
!bh¢I9w 5Lt Lb¢h Dw!9a9 Lb²hh5Ω{ /h[[9/¢Lhb ς PHOTO FEATURE    6 
 
BEER ADVERTS          8 

PORTRAIT OF A PROTOTYPE         9 

CITY SCENES ON 8 NOVEMBER ς PHOTO FEATURE      10 
 
!bh¢I9w 5Lt Lb¢h aL/I!9[ .9ww¸Ω{ /h[[9/¢Lhb ς B.U.T. HEAVEN!    12 
 
A WANDER ALONG ARO STREET ς PART 2       14 

NEXT FOR A WRIGHTSPEED MOTOR? + MYSTERY PIC      17 
 
FAREWELL TO YET ANOTHER TROLLEYBUS       18 
 
AROUND SEATOUN ON 18 OCTOBER ς PHOTO FEATURE      19 

OVERHEAD REPAIR IN RIDDIFORD STREET       20 

DRIVER TRAINING ON THE JOHN STREET LOOP ς PHOTO FEATURE     21 

PORTRAIT OF A DESIGNLINE TROLLEYBUS       23 
 
AROUND COURTENAY PLACE ON 25 NOVEMBER ς PHOTO FEATURE     24 
 
ANSALDO SNIPPETS         27 

FEEDBACK ς WHAT READERS HAVE BEEN SAYING      29 
 
CHRISTMAS SCENES IN THE CAPITAL ς PHOTO FEATURE      31 
 
NEW ADVERTISING ON TROLLEYBUSES ς PHOTO FEATURE      35 
 
A WEE PEEK AT FOXTON          36 
 
KHATMANDU IN 1990         37 

SALZBURG DEVELOPMENTS         40 

INSIDE KILBIRNIE          41 

THE TRAMS ARE BACK IN BUSINESS        42 

ON PARADE ς PHOTO FEATURE        43 

POLES APART          46 

 

 

 

¢I!bY{ ¢h ¢IL{ ahb¢IΩ{ /hb¢wL.¦¢hw{Υ 
Graham Long, Graeme Inwood, Michael Berry, David Donald, Henry Brittain, Wayne Duncan, Pete 

Patterson, Gunter Mackinger, Sue Kedgley, Andrew Cresswell, Edward Law,  
Jeff Wien, Peter Coventry and Russell Jenkins.  



This is the year. 2017 will see the reign of trolleybuses finally over in New Zealand. While many countries see great potential for wired 
buses and even those that can run routes connected and disconnected from the overhead, our leaders in their wisdom have decided that 
trolleybuses are not the way forward. However, there is one glimmer of good news; trolleybus services have been extended by one 
month to July 31 with any dismantling of the overhead delayed until 1 November. This extension also gives the GWRC the ability to 
continue to run trolleybuses for an additional three months if extra time is needed for the Wrightspeed conversion programme. There is 
no expectation of any further reprieve so we now have the possibility of some further trolleybus operation and the infrastructure staying 
in place until November. That said, the final runs with trolleybuses are expected to then be made and an era that started in earnest in 
мфпф ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳŀƎŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜƭŀȅΣ ŦƭŜŜǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǿƛƴŘƭŜ a little. Will it be 
economically viable to fix trolleybuses that fail with such a short time frame of service remaining? I 
doubt it, so if ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ trolleybus swansong ƻǊ άLƴŘƛŀƴ {ǳƳƳŜǊέ then the 
next best thing will be to avidly read your UTW. 
 
In recent times I have remarked that the last former Ansaldo trolleybus still to be at work in Wellington 
is Newlands Coach Services #6. Reader David Donald points out that two others are known to survive; 
Mana 57 (Ansaldo 123) and Newlands 118 (Ansaldo 125). David reports that both vehicles are at 
aŀƴŀΩǎ tŀǊŀǇŀǊŀǳƳǳ Řepot; 57 is right at the back of what he describes as ΨǊƻǘǘŜƴ ǊƻǿΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ buses 
are sometimes de-ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘΣ όŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǿǊŜŎƪύ. Since then 
he has seen 118 at work in Paraparaumu so there are at least two ex-Ansaldos still working in the 
greater Wellington area.  
Right: The distinctive lines of a former Ansaldo trolleybus; Newlands 118 works a Route 52 on 11 February 2014. 
Ansaldo 125 became Leopard motorbus 12 ƻƴ мо {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мффс ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ aŀƴŀΩǎ ŦƭŜŜǘ ŀs 118 on 24 
December 2001. 

A report from Wayne Duncan suggests there has been little or no activity at The Trolleybus Museum in 
Foxton with Main Street, around the museum, undergoing upgrading. For several weeks in November the 
depot entrance was cut off most days, so the prospect of running trolleys was nil. It 
seems this work will be in progress for quite a few more weeks before it is completed. 
The Post Office Hotel next door to the Trolleybus Museum has been closed for over a 
month now due to this work so they must be suffering something of an income loss. 
Wayne also noticed yet another rotted out wooden spacer on the Foxton overhead; 
this one on Harbour Street at the corner of the Foxton Service Road which runs 
through from Harbour Street to Main Street beside the Foxton Hotel and is an 
unmetalled thoroughfare. 
Photos: Wayne Duncan. 

 
As Wellington enters its last year of trolleybus use, Gunter Mackinger reports that Salzburg has 
opened a new trolley route. The first test ride of a trolleybus took place over the newly built section 
of trolleybus line 9 on 30 November (see left) with driver training trolleybus 314 used for several rides 
over the new line. The new trolleybus route opened on 12 December 2016. It replaced motor bus line 
20 which has closed. Posters (right) have appeared along the route, with the wording "this is part of a 
better life for everybody." What a no-brainer. More on page 39. 
 
The media were quick to announce that no sooner had the new Wellington Council and Greater 
Wellington Regional councillors met for the first time one of the first things both did was to vote 

themselves pay increases! With Paul Swain having changed portfolios at the Regional Council, Barbara Donaldson is the new 
Transport spokesperson. A joint WCC Transport and Regional Council Working Group has been set up comprising four city and four 
Regional Council Councillors that include Sue Kedgley, Roger Blakely and Daran Ponter (GWRC) and Sarah Free and Chris Calvi-Freeman 
(WCC).   
 

With a much reduced bus service in Wellington over the Christmas/New Year period, trolleybuses had an eleven day 
ΨƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΩ ŦǊƻƳ нп 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǊŜǎǳƳƛƴƎ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ п WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ 
 
An interesting poster has been produced by Wellington City Council - [ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ƳƻƪŜŦǊŜŜ ōȅ нлнрΦ Of 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƛƎŀǊŜǘǘŜ ǎƳƻƪƛƴƎΦ tƛǘȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƴƴŜǎ ƻŦ exhaust fumes 
spewed out by the hundreds of diesel buses that travel daily through the city rather than seeing electric buses 
disappearing off the streets in a few months. Cigarette smoke must be minimal compared to all the bus emissions.  
 
Last month it was announced that there was a possibility that 301 might just be back in service before the end of 2016. 
Work on the bus is progressing and on 15 December it was powered up for the first time in nearly two years. The sight of 
301 in service will be something to look forward to this year. ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƛƴ нлмс 
though. We will also have to wait until this year to see WrightǎǇŜŜŘ ΨǘǊƻƭƭŜȅōǳǎΩ 362 in action.   
 

Finally, my thanks for all the greetings received from readers and your complimentary comments about the magazine and the 2016 

Christmas card. Much appreciated! May 2017 be a good year for you. It will be an interesting one for the trolleybuses! 

All photographs by Alan Wickens, unless otherwise stated. 

 
Front Cover: [ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ 301 in days when it was still active. This month its two cousins are the 

subject of the cover and are pictured side by side at the Interchange on 8 November 2016. 302 was setting off for  
another duty to Seatoun, whilst 303 was laying over in the spring sunshine, poles down. With plans to reinstate  

301 to service it just may be possible to take a photograph of the trio together. Has anyone? 

Please Note: Under the Wires contains facts, views, opinions, statements and other content and links to external websites. Reasonable efforts are made to include accurate and current information but the Editor 
makes no warranties or representations as to the accuracy, value or safety of the published items. No liability or responsibility can be taken for errors or omissions. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

� Î always liked the Roseneath route in particular, especially for its narrow winding streets, the 
great views over the harbour and the magnificent switchback leading up from Oriental Bay.   

So on one of my rare visits to Wellington, in March 1974. I wasted no time in riding the  
route and snapping some photos with my primitive camera equipment.  I have dug out and  

digitised my black and white negatives from that trip �Á�Z�]���Z���/���Z�}�‰�����Ç�}�µ�����v�i�}�Ç�X�_ 

 
Left: An unidentified B.U.T. in Arawa Road about to take the points to leave the 
common wire shared between routes 5 and 15 and head towards Te Anau 
Road. The frog where route 5 joined from Hataitai Road is just visible at right. 
What an ancient phone box! 

Above:  This is where the 15 route turned off from Arawa Road, and 
shows B.U.T. 91 heading back into the city on the route 5 duty.  
 
Left: Heading towards route 15 terminus on the one-way section of 
Grafton Road. 
 
Right: A B.U.T. negotiates 
the hair pin bend in 
Carlton Gore Road as it 
climbs from Oriental Bay 
towards Roseneath. 
Wellington Harbour 
forms the backdrop. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Left: Another B.U.T. descends Lennel Road, Wadestown, and heads towards the city. This 
view was taken from the Watt Street over-bridge, whose shadow is dominant in the lower 
part of the photograph. Today, the overhead has gone but the bridge remains. 

Images and captions by Graham Long 
 

 

 


