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OVERHEA(F)D - lssue 40

This is the year. 2017 will see the reign of trolleybuses finally over in New Zealand. While many countries see gresltfpoteinéd

buses and even those that can run routes connected and disconnected from the overhead, our leaders in their wisdom he¢hdecid

trolleybuses are not the way forwardHowever, there isone glimmer of good newstrolleybus services have beesxtended by one

month to July 31with any dismantling of the overhead delayed until 1 November. This extersigmgives the GWRC the ability to

continue to run trollgsbusesfor an additional three month# extra time is needed for the Wrightspeed conversion programfiere is

no expectation of any further reprieve so we now have the possibility of dontieer trolleybus operation and the infrastructure staying

in place until November. That saithe final runs with trolleybuseare expected tahen be made and an era that started in earnest in

mpnd sAEE 0SS 2SN LT &2dz FNBE &8S8Si G2 YI1S GKS LAt aAMFeWIIds (KSy R2y
economicallyviable to fix trolleybuses that fail with such short time frame of serviceemaining?I ‘
doubtit, soife 2dz Ol y Qi 02YS lrglléybussiahisorgs Kt & i ¥ R 2 biherithedzy
next best thing will be to avidly read your UTW. ‘

is Newlands Coach Services Reader David Donalabints out that two others are known to survive; [
Mana 57 (Ansaldo123) and Newlands118 (Ansaldo125). David reports that both vehicles are a
alb yl Qa t I NebdtIb7Nelrigt alzheRback of whate describes a¥ NB G (i Sy Nles )
are sometimes d© 2 y & (i N4zOG SRZ 6 R2y Qi &2dz f 205 i Sike thes 4
he has seerl18 at work in Paraparaumu so there are at least tweAmsaldos il working in the |%
greater Wellington area.

Right The distinctive lines of a former Ansaldo trolleybys; Neyvlamiskworks a Route 52 on 11 Febryary 201. o
Ansaldol25became Leopard motorbu22 y Mo { SLIISYO SN mdpdc | YR UKByn2a S OFEESS NI 2= A= 0—F85S U
December 2001.

A report fromWayne Duncarsuggests there has been little or mativity at The Trolleybus Museum in
Foxton with Main Street, around th@useum undergoing upgrading. For several weeks in November the
depot entrancewas cut off most days, sahe prospect of running trolleys was nit
seems this work will be in progress for quite a fewre weeks before it is completed.
The Post Office Hotel next dotw the Trolleybus Museurhas been closed for over a
month now due to this wde so they must be suffering something of an income loggsd
Wayne also noticed yet another rotted out wooden spacer on the Foxton overh
this one on Harbour Street at the corner of the Foxton Service Road which
through from Harbour Street to Main S#t beside the Foxton Hotel and is a
unmetaled thoroughfare.
Photos: Wayne Duncan.

As Wellington enters its last year of trolleybus use, Gunter Mackinger reports that Salzbur
opened a new trolley route.he first test ride of a trolleybus took pla over the newly built section
of trolleybus line 9 on 30 November (see left) with driver training trolleybus 314 used for several
over the new line. The new trolleybus route opened on 12 December 2016. It replaced motor bu
20 which has closedPosterqright) have appeared along the routesith the wording"this is part of a
better life for everybody. What a nebrainer.More onpage 39.

DER 2R 8RINGT

The media were quick to announdkat no soonerhad the new Wellington Council and Greate SO e
Wellington Reginal councillors met for the first timene of the first things both did was to vote
themselves pay increase®Vith Paul Swain having changed portfolios at the Regional CoBiacbara Donaldson is the new
Transport spokespersoi joint WCCTransportand Region& Council Working Groupas been set ugomprisng four city and four
Regional Council Councillors that inclusiee KedgleyRoger Blakely and Daran Pon&WRCand Sarah Free and Chris G&rgeman
(WCC)

With a much reduced bus service in Wellingtover the Christmas/New Year period, trolleybuses had an eleven day
WK2f ARF8Q FNBY Hn 5S0OSYOSNI dzydAf NBadzyAy3a RdziaSa 2y 2 SRySal

An interesting postehas beenproduced by Wellington City Couneil S Q& YI 1S 2S8tftAy3adbRry {Y21S7¥
O2dzNBS (GKA& NBflLGSa G2 OAIINBGGS aY21Ay3Io tekhaudt fuingsS / 2 dzy OA
spewed out by the hundreds of diesel buses that travel daily through the city rather than seeing electric buses
disappearing off the streets a few months. Cigarette smoke must be minimal comparealltdhe bus emissions.

Last month it was announced thttere was a possibilitthat 301 might just be back in service before the end of 2016.

Work on the bus is progressiagd on 15 Decembet was powered up for the first time in nearly two yeaf$e sight of

301in service will be something to look forward to this ygary ¥ 2 NIidzy' | 6 St &3 AdG RARY QG YI 1S Ad
though.We will also have to wait until this year to ségigh#t LIS S R W (BBZinfadtiéhe 6 dzi Q

Finally, my thanks for all the greetings received from readersyandcomplimentary comments about the magazine and the 2016
Christmas card. Much appreciated! May 2017 be a good year for you. It will be an intecestifay the trolleybuses!

All photographs by Alan Wickens, unless otherwise stated.

FrontCove I & Y2y iKQ& 7T 8miydays@Redifws stillSittii@tisNdgoRth its two cousins are the
subject of the cover and are pictured side by side at the Interchange on 8 Novembe3P@ias setting off for

another duty to 8atoun, whilst303was laying over in the spring sunshine, poles dowith plans to reinstate
301to service itjust may be possiblo take aphotographof the trio together. Has anyone?

Please NoteUnder the Wirecontains facts, views, opinions, stements and other content and links to external websites. Reasonable efforts are made to include accurate and current itimmrbat the Editor
makes no warranties or representations as to the accuracy, value or safety of the published items. No li@biti&gponsibility can be taken for errors or omissions.




Memeias af 1ol

from the grand old days of black and white

Images and captions by Graham Long

} always liked the Roseneath route in particular, especially for its narrow winding streets, the
great views over the harbour and the magnificent switchback di#ag up from OrientaBay.
So on one of my rare visits to Wellingtoim March 19741 wasted no time in riding the
route and snapping some photos with my primitive camera equipmehhave dug out and
digitised my black and white negatives from thatip AZ] Z / Z}% C}u Vvi}CX _

Left: An unidentifiedB.U.Tin Arawa Roa@boutto take the points to leave the
common wire shared between routes 5 and 15 and head towards Te Anau
Road. The frog where route 5 joined from Hataitaddd is just visible atight.
What an ancient phone box!

Above: This is where the 15 route tued off from Arawa Rad, and
showsB.U.T91 heading back int¢he cityon the route5 duty.

Left: Heading towards route 15 terminus on the emay section of
Grafton Rad.

Right:A B.U.T. negotiates
the hair pin bend in
Carlton Gore Road as it
climbsfrom Oriental Bay
towards Roseneath.
Wellington Harbour
forms the backdrop.

Ldt: Another B.U.T. descendsnnel Rad, Wadestownand heads towards the city. This
view wastaken from the Watt Steet over-bridge whose shadow is dominant in the lower
part of the photograph. Today, the overhead has gone but the bridge remains.




