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COMMENT ς ISSUE 9 
 

Under the Wires is flourishing and has been growing since the first edition in October 2013. This has been 
possible only with the support of readers to which I (and I am sure you) are very grateful. I am regularly 
receiving ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ ΨǘƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ !ƴŘ ǎƻ 
Ƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘƻǇŜ 
will be of great interest.  
 
At the bottom of page 16 in last moƴǘƘΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ L ǿŀǎ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀƳǿŀȅ 
Historical Society photographs.  Although it looked like Aro Street terminus the position of the bus shelter 
ΨǘƘǊŜǿ ƳŜΩΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜǎ ƛǘ ƛs indeed the end of Aro 
Street when the bus shelter was on the other side of the road to where it is now. I am told it was shifted 
due to its poor placement with buses causing some obstruction at the corner. I am also told the picture of 
39 on page 15 is probably not in Oriental Parade but at Miramar terminus on a tour. Again, I have to 
ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇǘƛƻƴ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ Oriental Bay location, 
but I used the information provided. The good thing is that there is usually always someone out there 
who can provide an answer. 
 
Reader James Duncan produces a trolleybus calendar each year and has been in touch with me for 
material. However, one Wellington view that he particularly wants for ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘhat of an 
Ansaldo on Route 15 in Carlton Gore Road, Roseneath. If anyone has a good quality image that might be 
suitable could you send it to me and I will forward on to James. Later in the year when the calendar is 
ready I will advertise it here on UTW anŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ WŀƳŜǎΩ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ōǳȅ ŀ 
copy. 
 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ draft 
public transport plan which could ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ōǳǎ ǎŎŜƴŜ, amongst other things. There 
have been a few opinion pieces in the Dominion Post plus an editorial and numerous letters from 
readers, both for and against the idea of removing the trolleybuses in 2017. At least there is plenty of 
debate going on but whether any of the opinion sways the GWRC with its plans remains to be seen. It 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ŝ-magazine have also been vocal in 
some of the on-line comments to stories. Around 600 submissions were received by the GWRC for 
consideration. Oral submissions will be held by a Council Committee towards the end of May before 
amendments are made and a final plan is put to the council in late June for adoption. 
 
In light of the above, one of the most bizarre sights in May was the sight of notice-boards erected in the 
Karori Road area notifying people that as from May 12th until mid August Wellington Cable Car Ltd will be 
renewing the overhead for the length of Karori Road and the loop around to Darwin Street for the bus 
depot. And this with the possible or maybe probable closure of the trolleybus network in around three 
years or less! I may be barking up the wrong tree entirely and the wires may be in a dire state but from 
street level they Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅ Ψƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƭŜƎǎΩΦ Perhaps it could be a blessing in disguise and 
may help prolong Route 3 if all this work does takes place. But it could also be an atrocious waste of 
public money. What we can expect though is an absence of trolleybuses on the route for the next three 
to four months while WCCL performs the work. 
 
.ŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ¦¢²Φ hƴŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ 
who does commented to me on the style of the magazine (black pages) and how much ink it consumes ς 
fair comment. If you do make a print and feel a change to a white background would be helpful, please 
get in touch ς wickens@xtra.co.nz ς or if you have any layout comments or contributions LΩŘ also be 
pleased to hear from you.  

 
 
 

Front coverΥ LǘΩǎ мм WǳƴŜ нллп ŀƴŘ hƳƴƛōǳǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻǿƴŜŘ .¦¢ 39 is at Kilbirnie depot about to 
get its electrical checkover before being connected to the overhead. Sadly, the rest is history. 
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